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Introduction
Pittwater’s Most Scenic Streets Register has been developed to document the qualities of the 
most scenic local streets and to assist Council Officers and residents to protect and enhance the 
identified qualities.  

The production of the Register was requested by the Council. “The purpose of the Register is to 
allow Council to more effectively manage the preservation of the natural  and cultural features 
of Pittwater’s public roads by defining what attributes are to be preserved and how the Council and 
community are able to achieve this . . . Environmental features include significant scenic views 
from the road (water or land) over private or public land, significant trees / bushland / landscaping 
on roads and significant topographical features.  Cultural examples include significant buildings 
/ structures on roads, significant streetscape overall appearance, heritage listed items and 
Aboriginal sites” (Council Report 15 October, 2010).

In order to develop a list of streets for the Register, promotional material was developed including 
guidelines that would allow the community to nominate the most suitable streets for the Register.  

The streets in the Register contain a certain  ‘feel’ that stems from their unique characteristics.  
Water views and locally native vegetation are the most frequently cited features.  The type of 
qualities that have been identified include how streets wind around the hillsides to reveal a series 
of views, particularly of the rugged coastline and beaches, the retention of locally native trees, 
vegetation communities and wildlife corridors, cultural plantings, stone walls, heritage paving and 
fencing styles.  The relationship between the street and public facilities were also highlighted
including parks, buildings and wharves.  

Having identified the qualities that have given the streets their unique character, the next step is to 
ensure future developments enhance the identified qualities and to encourage their repetition  
along the length of the street. 

We ask residents to respect the qualities as identified for streets in the Register.  Some of 
the qualities have evolved gradually over time due to similar choices by neighbouring residents.  
When people inadvertently make changes that are at odds with the character of the streetscape it 
can cause stress to neighbouring residents who have been nurturing the qualities for a long time. 

Views will only be considered from the street for the benefit of the broader community.  Where 
a street contains significant views, we ask that hedging be kept to about one metre tall to allow the 
community to enjoy the views from the street.   We have implimented a  Tree Replenishment 
Program to promote canopy trees.  Council will provide advice and street trees to interested 
residents.        

To ensure future developments enhance the qualities of Pittwater’s most scenic streets, we 
request  residents contact Council for the appropriate approvals before planning to carry out any 
new work on the nature strip.  Guidelines are available in the 'Road Reserve & Streetscape
Management Guidelines, 2012'. 

Note:  Any new works on road reserves must have prior approval by the local authority 
under the Roads Act, 1993.

Pittwater's Most Scenic Streets Register 
1



Avalon Beach

Clareville
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Street Name        Bangalley Way 
                            (also known as
                            Telford Road)
Suburb                Avalon Beach North

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Common Theme      Heritage paving
            

Description and Criteria 
         
This road has a background of Casuarinas and road paving designed and made by a Scottish 
engineer by the name of Telford.  The paving was laid down in the late 1920s.
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Street  Name      Chisholm Avenue
Suburb                Avalon Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Common Theme      Dry stone wall

Description and Criteria          
 
A street where the houses nestle between the vegetation.  A dry stone wall is of interest and 
native vegetation predominates.
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Chisholm Avenue, Avalon Beach
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Street  Name     Hilltop Road
Suburb               Avalon Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Common Themes    Dominate tree canopy
          Patterns of light and shade

Description and Criteria          
 
Trees and vegetation are visually dominant.  A delightful tree canopy produces patterns of light 
and shade.  This street would derive much benefit from additional indigenous plantings wherever 
possible to improve its effectiveness as a wildlife corridor.
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Street  Name      Hudson Parade
Suburb                Clareville 

Categories             
Views                      Panoramic views and f ltered vistas of  
                                  Pittwater Estuary
Vegetation                Locally native species

.

Description and Criteria          
For its entire length of approximately two kilometres, Hudson Parade provides pedestrians and 
motorists with magnif cent views of Pittwater Estuary and f ltered vistas through the Spotted Gum 
canopy.  The views and vistas cover the full extent of the Estuary and Broken Bay - north to Lion 
Island (from Taylors Point) west to the Western Foreshore (from Clareville) and south to Scotland 
Island and Bayview (from Refuge Cove); and

This location contains the oldest, tallest and most dense Spotted Gum Forest in the Pittwater 
area.   These beautiful, visually dominant and locally indigenous trees are endangered.  They line 
the west facing hillside down to the water’s edge and cover most properties, road reserves and 
council reserves.  They form a high canopy above Hudson Parade for its entire length.

Other aspects of note include:

• Hudson Parade provides the only route for pedestrians, vehicles and public transport from 
Avalon to Clareville Beach.  As such it is used heavily used by locals, residents and tourists.

• From Hudson Parade there is also easy access to the foreshore from public reserves, 
including Paradie Beach Reserve, Old Wharf Reserve, Clareville Beach Reserve, Kaih 
Reserve and Refuge Cove Reserve as well as Taylor’s Point Wharf and numerous paths and 
stairways.

• Bird life abounds in the area, indeed a Whistling Kite family has for the past three years taken 
residence in one of the tallest Spotted Gums adjacent to Hudson Parade.

• Roadside gardens are generally well kept and contain a mixture of locally native plants and 
colourful tropical plants.  Bushcare groups help to maintain Old Wharf Reserve, Clareville 
Beach Reserve and Hudson Parade road reserve.

• Whilst land on the western side of Hudson Parade usually falls away quite steeply providing 
spectacular views, there are areas of the road where tall street hedging does (or may, if not 
pruned) block views.

• Sunsets to the west can be absolutely stunning.
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Clareville to the northwest

Refuge Cove to the south

Clareville to the westClareville to the southwest

Clareville to the south

Refuge Cove to the west
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Taylors Point to the north

Tall Spotted Gum

Taylors Point to the west

Taylors Point to the northwest
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Street  Name   Palmgrove Road
Suburb             Avalon Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Common Themes    Heritage guttering

Description and Criteria          
 
This is a street where the houses truly nestle between the trees.  Native vegetation predominates.

At the Plateau Road end of the street between the Burley Griffin Lodge and Palmgrove Park is an 
area where little children could believe the bunyips live. In the evening light in this area is magical.

Also of significance is the substantial length of heritage kerb and guttering, (opposite The Knoll) 
which is the best remaining example of Czechoslovakian workmanship dating back to the 1930s.  
Please refer to the Avalon Beach Historical Society for more information.  It is important that this 
be preserved when any future roadworks take place.

Palmgrove Road forms part of a wildlife corridor, connecting Palmgrove Park with Angophora 
Reserve.
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Junction with Coolawin Road
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Between Palmgrove Park and Burley Griffin Lodge
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Heritage kerb and gutter
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Street  Name      Riverview Road
Suburb                Avalon Beach

Categories             
Vegetation               Locally native species
Common Theme     Water vistas

Description and Criteria          
 
Riverview Road is graced with verdant vegetation along the length of the street, stunning 
Eucalypts and water vistas between houses.
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Street  Name      Riviera Avenue
Suburb                Avalon Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Common Theme      Wildlife corridor

Description and Criteria          
 
Trees and vegetation are usually visually dominant at Riviera Avenue. This street would derive 
much benefit from additional indigenous plantings wherever possible to improve its effectiveness 
as a wildlife corridor.  Water vistas are available between houses. 
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Street  Name      Ruskin Rowe
Suburb                Avalon Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Common Themes    Majestic trees, informal, no kerb and 
                                  gutters, deep setbacks
                                  Heritage Conservation Area (PLEP)           
Description and Criteria          
 
Ruskin Rowe is an example of a street that demonstrates a number of common themes. The 
nature strip is informal being wide and without kerb and gutters and the property setbacks are 
deep.  The public domain and the private domain relate well to each other and the street has a 
unique ‘feel’.
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Street  Name      The Knoll
Suburb                Avalon Beach 

Category             
Vegetation               Locally native species
             

Description and Criteria          
 
This road is softened by indigenous vegetation, including Eucalypts and Macrozamias worthy of 
conservation.
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Street  Name      The Outlook
Suburb                Avalon Beach 

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Views          Filtered views of Pittwater Estuary
Common Themes    The Outlook winds around the hillside
                                  revealing magestic trees at each bend 
                                  Trees provide shade and textures        

Description and Criteria          
 
The Outlook at Avalon has a unique character that arises from the continuity of its forest setting.
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Street  Name      Trappers Way
Suburb                Avalon Beach 

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Common Theme      Eucalypt lined street

Description and Criteria          
 
It is most unusual and intriguing to have a tree in the middle of the roadway.  The straight trunks 
of the Eucalypts are stunning and the rocks with their plantings of Lomandras and Xanthorrhoeas 
add interest.
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Street  Name      Urara Road
Suburb                Avalon Beach 

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Common Themes    Retains the ambiance of a traditional
                                  Australian beachside location

Description and Criteria          
 
This street is a gem, and almost perfect, fringed by native vegetation.

It is an excellent example of a street in the earliest days of European settlement  in the Pittwater  
area when Avalon Beach was composed of small holiday homes in a bushland setting.
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Bilgola
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Street  Name       Bilgola Avenue and Allen Avenue
Suburb                Bilgola Beach 

Categories             
Vegetation          Cultural plantings
Common Themes     Environmental, visual and social amenity
                                   Secluded ambience 
                                   Unique characteristics / sense of place 
                                   Iconic ‘Bilgola Beach’             

.

   Fence and gate supports

Description and Criteria          
“Trees provide environmental, visual and social amenity to the community and are a living 
reminder of our history”.

“Great streets are markedly superior in character or quality.  They are symbols of a community 
and of its history.  They leave strong, long, continuing positive impressions”.  (Jacobs A. B).

How well these two quotes relate to the circumstances which have resulted in the quality of the 
iconic streets of Bilgola Avenue and Allen Avenue at Bilgola Beach.  

The qualities showcasing the built environment and the natural environment in Bilgola Beach’s 
case; giving these streets their iconic status, are:

• vegetation - avenues of Canary Island Date Palms and Norfolk Island Pines; and
• common themes - remnant stonework of dry stone creek walls, fence and gate supports, 

stone cairns with very faded Bilgola House nearly visible, see photos 1 and 2) and the lack of 
formal road verges on both streets.

Jacobs, A. B.  Great Streets, 2001 edn. MIT Press, Massachusetts, USA.

For additional information refer to Attachment - History of Bilgola Avenue and Allen Avenue.
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Street  Name      The Circle
Suburb                Bilgola Plateau 

Category             
Vegetation                Locally native species
 
Description and Criteria          
 
The Circle is lined with magnificent Eucalypt and Angophora trees.

Outstanding feature - Angophora costata
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Street  Name      The Serpentine
Suburb                Bilgola Beach 

Categories             
Views                      Visual and scenic amenity with coastal
                                  views
                                  Preference for low growing heathland   
Common Theme      No road verges           

.

Looking south from the northern headland.  Panoramic views over Bilgola 
Beach and Newport Beach with Manly and North Head in the distance.

Description and Criteria          

The Serpentine; at Bilgola Beach, has beautiful coastal views from almost everywhere along its 
entirety and forms part of the Bicentennial Coastal Walkway.  It showcases the coastline to day-
trippers, holiday makers and residents, offering panoramic views of the Pacif c Ocean, Avalon 
Beach and Bilgola Beach as well as the wider coastline.

In contrast to the remnant subtropical vegetation of Bilgola Valley, most of the length of The 
Serpentine on the northern and southern headlands is characterised by low coastal heathland and 
cultural plantings of Norfolk Island Pines.  These are of a similar age to those planted in the valley 
during the 1920s and 1930s.   

Other cultural plantings include three Californian Redwoods (Sequoia sp.) near the access road to 
The Serpentine from the Marist Brother’s retreat.  The seedlings were brought back from America 
in 1966 by Fred Thom, the grandson of Sir Henry Parkes.  

Bilgola North Headland is popular for watching migrating whales and stargazing with regular 
viewings by various astronomy groups. 

The common theme of no formal road verges helps the casual feel of the road, in such a dramatic 
natural setting, it feels a little more special.
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Looking north over Avalon Beach

Looking south from The Serpentine
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Church Point

Bayview
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Street  Name       Captain Hunter Road
Suburb                 Bayview 

Categories             
Views           Glimpses of Pittwater Estuary from high 
                                   vantage points
Common Themes     Magnificent homes in bushland settings 
        

Rock ledge (streetscape)

Description and Criteria          
 
Magnificent homes overlooking Pittwater add character to Captain Hunter Road.  The views are 
difficult to photograph when walking and driving along this street but glimpses of Pittwater are 
visible from the high vantage points.

This area also has retained bushland aspects with lovely Eucalypt trees, rocks and bush plants.

Captain Hunter Road provides an impressive location for walking and driving for locals and 
visitors.
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Glimpse of Pittwater Estuary from the street

Pittwater Estuary view
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Street  Name       McCarrs Creek Road
Suburb                Church Point

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Common Themes    Natural environment, creek,   
                                  waterfalls and wildlife
          
Description and Criteria          
 
McCarrs Creek Road is truly a bush road.  The road winds through bushland adjacent to 
McCarrs Creek.  At one point on the left of the roadway, when travelling from Church Point to 
Terry Hills, there is a waterfall which can be quite spectacular during heavy rain.  At other times 
small rivulets of water cascade over the rocks.  The vegetation is composed of native bushes, 
including Banksia, Bottle brush and Wattle.  The vegetation provides wonderful colours, textures 
and flowers seasonally. 

McCarrs Creek Road also runs through a rainforest area with ferns and palm trees. Eucalypts 
are prolific providing habitat for wildlife, including lorikeet, cockatoos, kookaburras, wallabies, 
possums and other native species.

Eucalypts and ferns
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Waterfall (rather dark due to the time of day and restrictions for filming)
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Waterfall

McCarrs Creek Road
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Eucalypts and Banksia

McCarrs Creek
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Street  Name      McCarrs Creek Road and 
                            Pittwater Road
Suburb               Church Point and Bayview

Categories             
Vegetation         Locally native species - forest and 
                                  rainforest species
Views          Water and natural environment
Common Themes    Scenic drive along the southern shore of 
                                  Pittwater Estuary and McCarrs Creek
                                  National Park in the background
                                  Light and tracery from tree canopies
                                  Various places of interest         

.

Description and Criteria 
 
A drive along Pittwater Road and McCarrs Creek Road follows the shore of Pittwater Estuary with 
an ever changing kaleidoscope of water, parks, mangroves, sand flats, off-shore houses, marinas, 
wharves, boats of all shapes and sizes and types - including workboats and the Church Point 
ferry. 

There are several small restaurants to entice casual visitors to stop and enjoy the beauty of the 
area (if they are able to find somewhere to park). Heritage listings of interest on McCarrs Creek 
Road include the mini market store and post office, Church Point Wharf, the graveyard and site of 
the former Methodist Church, “Homesdale” (house), “Rostrevor” (house), Rostrevor Reserve and 
the Governor Phillip Obelisk.  Most of these places can be seen from the road and are worthy of 
inspection.

There are seven public reserves on McCarrs Creek Road, being Thomas Stevens Reserve, 
Church Point Historic Cemetery, Rostrevor Reserve,  Bothams Beach, Brown’s Bay Wharf,  
Browns Bay Rainforest Reserve and McCarrs Creek Reserve. 

Brown’s Bay Rainforest Reserve is currently being cleared of noxious weeds by the Brown’s Bay 
Bush Care Group.  It has the potential to be one of the very special examples of rainforest visible 
from a scenic road. And then the gem, McCarrs Creek Reserve.  It was the site of dredging by 
Warringah Council in the 1960s where young people used to bath naked in the mud and string 
themselves out along McCarrs Creek Road for all to see.  It is a bit tamer now.  However the bush 
care group have done a marvellous job cleaning up the Reserve and it is always a pleasure to see 
the large groups of people enjoying this delightful spot every fine weekend.  It is also often used 
as a film location. There are BBQs, open grassy areas and a number of bush tracks through the 
Reserve and down to the water’s edge. The jetty is in constant use by boat owners and fishermen.   

Past McCarrs Creek Reserve, McCarrs Creek Road enters Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park 
passing the beautiful Crystal Falls, the Lower Gledhill Falls, on to West Head, Akuna Bay, Illawong 
Bay, Cottage Point and Terrey Hills.  A shorter route winds its way past the Upper Gledhill Falls, 
across McCarrs Creek and on to Terrey Hills through a forest of trees.   Although this part of the 
drive is no longer in Pittwater, it is still a very fitting finish to a drive through a very special part of 
Sydney’s Northern Beaches region. 

Without doubt, Pittwater Road and McCarrs Creek Road well deserve inclusion on the Pittwater 
Register of Scenic Streets.  Incidentally, when my husband and I first purchased our home in 
McCarrs Creek Road in 1968, there was a building regulation (long since abandoned) that 
declared McCarrs Creek Road as a scenic road.  House and garage roofs were not to be more 
than three feet above the road alignment, so that people walking or driving along would have a 
view of the waterway and the boats. 
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McCarrs Creek Road - nomination 2

The dappled light of an afternoon, through the trees, just before you get to McCarrs Creek 
Reserve is beautiful.  There’s a view to the creek, which always feels like “at last I’m home”. 

View from McCarrs Creek Road, Church Point of boats of all shapes and sizes and types
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Street  Name      Pittwater Road
Suburb                Church Point and Bayview

Categories
             
Vegetation         Mangroves
Views          Pittwater Estuary
Common Themes   Boats, marinas and BYRA 
                                 (Bayview Yacht Racing Association) 

.

Description and Criteria          
 
From Pittwater Road it is possible to enjoy significant views of Mangroves which are prolific along 
the edge of Pittwater Estuary.

From the roadway and from the scenic walkway residents can experience the beauty of Pittwater 
Estuary first hand.  The waterway is spectacular during calm weather and during storms.  Yachts, 
cruisers, run abouts and dinghies add to the charm.

The common theme for this section of Pittwater Road is of boats, marinas and BYRA (Bayview 
Yacht Racing Association). 
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Pittwater Estuary looking toward the Quays Marina

Boats on Pittwater Estuary - view from the scenic walkway
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McCarrs Creek Road

Waterfall

View of Pittwater Estuary with BYRA clubhouse in the distance

Mangroves along the walkwa
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Elanora Heights
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Street  Name      Woorarra Avenue
Suburb                Elanora Heights 

Categories             
Vegetation         Locally native species - Eucalyptus species
Views          Pacific Ocean and Narrabeen Lagoon
              

.

The view from Woorarra Park looking south over Narrabeen Lagoon

An example of a visually signif cant street with informal plantings is Woorarra Avenue.  
Local indigenous trees dominate the street.  Species include Eucalyptus piniculata, E. 
piperita and Angophora costata.

Description and Criteria          
 
Views of the Pacific Ocean and Narrabeen Lagoon can be obtained from most of Woorarra 
Avenue. The most striking views are found at the top of the big hill  near 80 Woorarra Avenue and 
at Woorarra Park.

However the features that make Woorarra Avenue a scenic street and one of the most outstanding 
streets in Pittwater is the trees and their canopies.  Their beauty can be seen in the photograph 
below.  The trees have been like this since the early 1960s.
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Mona Vale
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Street  Name       Elimatta Road
Suburb                 Mona Vale 

Categories             
Vegetation           Beautiful old endemic trees 
Views            Pacific Ocean

.

Description and Criteria   
 
Elimatta Road is one of the older streets of this suburb.  It was originally named Seaview Road.  
This long, winding road runs parallel with Pittwater Road in a north-south direction  rising 
steeply to the north-west where it culminates in a dead-end with vistas over Warriewood 
Escarpment.

Much of the real estate advertising in the 1970s and 1980s described Elimatta Road as Mona 
Vale’s premier tree lined street!

Elimatta Road still has many beautiful old endemic trees along its length, including Eucalyptus 
punctata and E. capitellata, Angophora costata and A. hispida, Turpentine, Banksia and Iron box.

Even though we are situated close to the town centre we enjoy a myriad of wildlife that is 
attracted to the beautiful trees that line the road.  Views of the ocean can be enjoyed by passing 
pedestrians, motorists as well as home owners, framed by the surrounding trees.

In the last ten years a number of our beautiful street trees have been removed by the Council.  It 
would be very nice if the Council could replant the trees that have been cut down.

Pittwater's Most Scenic Streets Register 
42



Pittwater's Most Scenic Streets Register 
43



Newport
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Street  Name       Bungan Head Road
Suburb                Newport 

Categories             
Vegetation	         Locally native species - Heathland
Views	 	         Pacific Ocean
Common theme       Part of the Bicentennial Coastal Walkway             

Coastal views to the south.

Description and Criteria          

Vegetation
Bungan Head Road adjoins part of Bungan Beach Reserve which contains Coastal Headland 
Clay Heath, Coastal Headland Cliff-line Scrub and Coastal Headland Swamp Oak.  A regionally 
significant species in the area is Allocasuarina verticillata.  In Pittwtaer, this small tree only occurs 
in the coastal areas around Newport.    

The southern section of the road adjoins Betty Morrison Reserve which contains remnant Coastal 
Escarpment Littoral Rainforest and Coastal Headland Littoral Thicket vegetation.

Views
Bungan Head Road provides extensive ocean views both to the north and south of the coastline 
as far as Bouddi National Park to the north and Long Reef to the south.

Close views are available of Bungan Beach, Newport Beach and Little Reef to the east and 
Pittwater Estuary to the west.

Common themes
Bungan Head Road forms part of the Bicentennial Coastal Walkway with a lookout at Bungan 
Head.
 
Heritage listed Bungan Castle, built in 1919, dominates the headland.

Bungan Head Road provides environmental, visual and social amenity.
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Bungan Castle.

View of Pittwater Estuary 
with Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park in the background.

Rock platform off Bungan Head.

Coastal views to the north.
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Street  Name      Queens Parade
Suburb                Newport 

Categories             
Vegetation         Large trees dominated by locally
                                  native species
Views              Panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean
                                  and Pittwater Estuary
Common Themes    Historic and cultural associations

.

Description and Criteria 

Queens Parade contains attributes that may be considered across all three categories, vegetation, 
views and common themes.

The vegetation consists of a wide avenue of large trees dominated by locally indigenous species. 
Adjoining properties blend into the Avenue as does Trafalgar Park which contains a number of 
significant trees.   Panoramic views of the Pacific Ocean are available from the eastern end and 
of Pittwater Estuary and the wharf from the western end.  The views are easily accessible to the 
public.

Queens Parade contains a number of common themes.  It provides a link between the original 
port (village) and Newport Beach, and it contains landmarks, being the Newport Hotel and 
Newport Primary School.

In 1888 Queens Parade was listed in the first formal plans for Newport being the equivalent of 
44 metres wide and intended to be the main street of a village that grew around the port (Guy 
Jennings).

Queens Parade is historically signif cant for all of Pittwater.

Guy Jennings, The Newport Story 1788-1988, 1987.
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Palm Beach

Whale Beach
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Street  Name      Barrenjoey Road
Suburb                Palm  Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally indigenous species
Views                        Pittwater Estuary
Common Themes    Topographical features - road climbs hills
                                  and winds around bends to reveal views.  
                                  Village shops, parklands and ferry wharf

.

Description and Criteria          
 
Barrenjoey Road enters Palm Beach at Careel Bay and immediately presents all the thematic 
streetscape features of Palm Beach. First there is revealed a magnificent view over Pittwater. 
Then the road climbs a hill and winds through several bends covered with native vegetation 
including towering Spotted gums, Sydney gums and Angophora with further and different glimpses 
of Pittwater through these trees. Then down off the hillside past a tiny but exclusive shopping 
centre, a ferry wharf, then winds up another hill to reveal at the crest a spectacular view of the 
mouth of the Hawkesbury River, Lion Island and  Barrenjoey Headland.
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Street  Name       Beach Road and Ocean Road
Suburb                 Palm Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                 Cultural plantings
Views                         Palm Beach Golf Course, 
                                   Governor Phillip Park, ‘Palm Beach’
Common Themes     Iconic ‘Palm Beach’  and its context
                                   Ocean Road Conservation Area (PLEP)

Description  and Criteria         
 
At the end of Barrenjoey Road, Beach Road starts and after 200 meters morphs into Ocean 
Road. On the northern side is a beautiful view over the Palm Beach Golf links and Governor 
Phillip Park with its stands of Norfolk Island Pines. 

As one enters Ocean Road the whole of Palm Beach comes into view framed by “The Hill” in the 
background. Ocean Road runs immediately adjacent to the beach, so close that combinations of 
high tides and sou’easterly gales push the surf across the road. Towards the southern end the 
road is bordered by glorious 80 year old Norfolk Pines and magnificent beachside villas.

Beach Road - Governor Phillip Park

.
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Ocean Road
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Ocean Road
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Street  Name      Bynya Road
Suburb               Palm Beach              

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species
Views                        Pacific Ocean to the east and 
                                  Pittwater Estuary to the west
Common Theme      Runs along the highest contour providing 
          views to the east and west

Description and Criteria       
 
Bynya Road runs north along the top of the escarpment between Surf Road and Pacific Road 
for about 1.2 kilometres.  Many of the properties on this road have excellent  views of either 
Pittwater or the Ocean.  The vegetation is mainly native and varied with an enormous cross 
section of architecture. 
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Street  Name      Cynthia Road, Boanbong Road, 
                            Ebor Road, Ralston  Road and
                            McKay Road 
Suburb                Palm  Beach   

Categories             
Vegetation                 Locally native species
Views                        Pittwater Estuary
Common Themes     Serene ambience 
                                  Tracery and patterns of tree branches
                                  Wildflowers and their perfumes

Description and Criteria         
 
These could be called the secret streets of Palm Beach. They form the shapes of two 
overlapping “Ps” and lie on top of “the hill” to the south of the beach and away from all the main 
drags. Only the locals visit them. 

Their vegetation is typical of Palm Beach with Angophera, Scribbly Gum, Mahogany and 
Spotted Gum being the big trees, under them Banksia and Casuarina and lower still the smaller 
natives, with many Grevillia and Calistemon in the gardens. The big trees form canopies over 
these roads and the whole atmosphere is of serenity and the quiet of the rainforest. But birds 
abound and every so often there is a glimpse of ocean or bay. 
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Street  Name      Florida Road
Suburb                Palm Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Cultural plantings - Cabbage Trees 
                                  at Hordern Park
Views                        ‘Palm Beach’ and Pacific Ocean
Common Theme      Elevated location on north facing escarpment 
                                  offering views from key locations
                                  Heritage Conservation Area (PLEP)
                       

Description and Criteria          
 
Flordia Road starts high above the rock pool at Palm Beach where Whale Beach Road turns 
sharply west. The views are stunning to the north over Palm Beach. A very typical Palm Beach 
road on a north facing escarpment with a high side and a low side. Towards the western end lies 
Hordern Park with a wonderful display of the vegetation that gave the name “Cabbage Tree Boat 
Harbour” to this end of Palm Beach.
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                                                                                            Hordern Park
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Street  Name  Malo Road
Suburb            Whale Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species and gardens
Views                        Pacific Ocean
Common Themes    Secluded ambience
                                  Visual and physical link to Whale Beach

Description and Criteria          
 
Malo Road started as a 150 metre “barefoot dappled sandy track” from Whale Beach Road to 
Whale Beach. It is now bituminised but retains all the other ingredients of its  ancestry, including 
a lovely little park to walk through before reaching the sand.
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Street  Name      Mitchell Road
Suburb               Palm Beach

Categories             
Vegetation               Gardens
Views                       Views over Palm Beach, Broken Bay 
                                 and the distant coastline to the north
Common Theme     Secluded ambience.
                     Bible Garden

Description and Criteria           
 
Only some 120 metres long, this street contains a tiny gem, the Palm Beach Bible Garden. This 
road starts at the mid-point of Pacific Road and runs south-west to north-east. It presents a 
contrast of architectural styles, the houses on the south eastern side being built in the early mid 
twentieth century, those on the north-eastern side late in that century or early in the twenty-first 
century.

The Bible Garden is on the left near the end of the road. It was donated to the nation by its 
founder Gerald Hercules Robinson as a place where people could  “contemplate the glories of 
God’s creation”. It fulfills that function superbly.
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Street  Name      Morella Road
Suburb                Whale Beach              

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native plants 
Views                        ‘Whale Beach’, the rock pool,
                                  and Careel Headland
Common Theme      Architectural mix

Description and Criteria       
 
Morella Road is a 500 metre long road running between Surf Road at the southern end to 
Whale Beach Road at the north, running parallel to Whale Beach Road.  Morella Road has 
a grandstand view of Whale Beach and the rock pool with the rugged coastline of Careel 
Headland in the background.  The vegetation is mostly native plants.  There is quite a mixture of 
architecture. 
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Street  Name       Norma Road    
Suburb                Palm Beach

Categories
Views                        Whale Beach to the south and along  the 
                                  coastline to the Central Coast to the north
Common Theme      Links the top of the plateau with the headland

Description and Criteria         
 
Some 300 metres long this road runs from the top of the escarpment above the northern end of 
Whale Beach to the top of the cliff on Little Head, the northern headland of Whale Beach. 

The top 50 metres evidences the common themes of Palm Beach streets, but then the 
vegetation becomes sparse and ocean views to the Central Coast appear. These splendid 
views continue to the lower end where a striking view to the south over Whale Beach  and 
Bangally Headland opens up.
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Street  Name      Pacific Road   
Suburb                Palm Beach  

Categories             
Vegetation                 Locally native species
Views                        Panoramic beach, headland  and coastal 
                                  views
Common Themes     Idyllic Palm Beach streetscape 
                                  
Description and Criteria         
 
Arguably Palm Beach’s most iconic street, it is some 2.5 km long running south-east to north-
west. Each end is a little sparse of vegetation but makes up for that deficiency with glorious 
water views over Whale Beach, Palm Beach, northern Pittwater, Lion Island, Barrenjoey 
Headland, Ocean Beach and Ettalong, McMasters Beach and Killcare. 

That part of the Bay to Breaker’s Walking Track that runs from the shopping centre on the 
Pittwater side to Pacific Road is justifiably signposted “Stairway to Heaven”. At the top of the 
hill at the western end is an entrance to McKay Reserve. For the next 400 metres the road is 
lined by splendid Angophora, Mahogany, Spotted Gum and Scribbly Gum. Flocks of Rainbow 
Lorikeets, Sulphur Crested  Cockatoes, King Parrots, Corellas, Noisy Minors and Crested 
Pigeons are found here together with the occasional Brush Turkey. One gets repeated glimpses 
of glorious ocean, beach and headland views to the north, framed by native vegetation. Such 
views are repeated, yet each surprisingly different, all along the road. 

.
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Street  Name      Rayner Road
Suburb               Whale Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                 Locally native species
Views                        ‘Whale Beach’ and Pacific Ocean 
Common Theme       Prominant location on Careel Headland

Description and Criteria 
 
Rayner Road is a 200 metres long, narrow, dead-end road with stunning views to the north over 
Whale Beach.
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Street  Name      Rockbath Road
Suburb                Palm Beach              

Categories             
Vegetation                 Locally native species
Views                        Coastal
Common Themes     Secluded ambience
          Annie Wyatt Park

Description and Criteria       
 
Running east off Pacific Road, this is a very secluded “no through road” about 200 metres long.  
Rockbath Road has access to little known Annie Wyatt Park which has wonderful views to the 
east and north-east right up the coast.

Annie Wyatt (1885-1961) was a conservationist who played a prominent role in creating and 
gazetting Balls Head Reserve, Waverton (1931), Dalrymple Hay Nature Reserve, Pymble 
(1934) and Annie Wyatt Reserve, Palm Beach (1938).  Annie Wyatt proposed setting up 
the National Trust of Australia.  She served on the Trust’s Council from its foundation on 5 
November 1947 until her death in 1961. 
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Street  Name      Sunrise Road and 
                            Northview Road
Suburb                Palm Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Locally native species, gardens
Views                        Palm Beach and Broken Bay 
Common Themes    Narrow, tortuous and hilly roads with 
                                  mangificent views
                                  Sunrise Hill Conservation Area (PLEP) 
                                   
Description and Criteria         
 
Sunrise Road is some 500 metres long, narrow, tortuous and hilly. At the start there are splendid 
views of the southern part of Palm Beach. These give way to glimpses of  Lion Island and the 
mouth of the Hawkesbury river. The last 150 metres shows the common themes of Palm Beach 
streets: tall Eucalypts, native shrubs and further spectacular water views. 

Northview Road is a short road at about 150 metres long.  It runs off Sunrise Road and heads 
north to a dead-end and small park, which has stunning views of Barrenjoey Headland, Pittwater 
and the ocean side of the peninsula.  The vegetation is fairly dense.   Most of the houses have 
been in this road for years and they have magnificent views.
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Street  Name      Surf Road
Suburb                Palm Beach / Whale Beach

Categories
Vegetation                Locally indigenous species and gardens
Views                        Pacific Ocean, Whale Beach
Common Theme      Narrow, winding road revealing a series
                                  of changing views

Description and Criteria        
 
Surf Road starts off from  Barrenjoey Road as a typical Palm Beach road: narrow,  a little 
tortuous, thick vegetation on both sides, driveways leading to hidden houses. Then suddenly 
over the top of the escarpment it metamorphoses into a typical Whale Beach road with the 
views over Whale Beach. Stunning change. But that is what the northern beaches peninsular is 
all about.
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Street  Name       The Strand
Suburb                 Whale Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Cultural plantings
Views                        ‘Whale Beach,’ headlands and 
                                  Pacific Ocean
Common Themes    Iconic ‘Whale Beach’
                                  Secluded ambience

Description and Criteria          
 
The Strand is a beachside road running immediately adjacent to the southern end of Whale 
Beach it is a permanently sandy road even though bituminised. Large Norfolk Island Pines line 
its beach border and the stunning view is iconic Whale Beach.
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Street  Name      Whale Beach Road
Suburb                Palm Beach / Whale Beach

Categories             
Vegetation                Heathland vegetation
Views                        ‘Whale Beach’, ‘Palm Beach’, 
                                  headlands, Pacific Ocean
Common Theme      Scenic drive revealing continuous 
                                  coastal views 

Description and Criteria         
 
Whale Beach Road starts in North Avalon and winds up and down the coast for some six 
kilometres to morph into Florida Road high above the rock pool at Palm Beach. It epitomises 
the streetscapes of Whale Beach where the common theme is recurrent splendid views of the 
beach and its surf,  its  headlands with the surf breaking on the rocks at their base and the 
escarpment to the west.

After rounding Little Head the views switch to the north across to McMasters Beach and Killcare 
on the Central Coast with glimpses of waves pounding onto the rocks at the base of the cliff 
40 metres below. Between the road and those rocks the cliff top shows the typical coastal 
heathland vegetation of the New South Wales coast.
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Warriewood
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Street  Name      Narrabeen Park Parade
Suburb                Warriewood 

Category             
Views           Warriewwod Beach, Mona Vale Beach,
                                   clifts and coastline

Description and Criteria          
 
The panoramic views from Narrabeen Park Parade are some of the best in the world. The views 
of the Pacific Ocean dominate the street from beginning to end.  The views are of enormous 
benefit to the wider public.

As local residents who have watched passers-by for many years we notice that Narrabeen Park 
Parade is very popular with locals and travellers.  People driving along Narrabeen Park Parade 
can be seen to crane their necks to see what the surf is like, or to take in the breath-taking views 
of the Pacific Ocean, Warriewood Beach, Mona Vale Beach, or the striking cliffs and ocean views 
that are such an outstanding feature along our beautiful coastline and so clearly visible from 
Narrabeen Park Parade.
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Street  Name      Narrabeen Park Parade
Suburb                Warriewood 

Categories             
Views          Panoramic views of the beaches and
                                  coastline
Common Theme      Links between the street, reserve and ocean

.

Description and Criteria
 
There are strong visual and physical connections between Narrabeen Park Parade, Turimetta 
Headland Reserve and the Pacific Ocean. The street and reserve provide social opportunities due 
to their connections with the ocean.

We have lived in the same house since 1976 and have seen much public appreciation for 
Narrabeen Park Parade and Turimetta Headland Reserve.  Our reasons for nominating Narrabeen 
Park Parade are as follows:

• magnificent coastal views are available from the street and the reserve.  From the street, we 
can see people in the reserve enjoying themselves, such as:

 -  hang gliders launching and landing;
 -  large family picnics, especially Pacific Islanders; and
 -  wedding parties.

• tourists in buses and people from aged care facilities drive around the street  looking out to 
the ocean rather than getting out of the bus.

• many backpackers walk or ride pushbikes past here and look out to the ocean; and

• many weekend drivers in motor vehicles bring visitors on a “Sunday drive” around our street 
to look at the ocean.

We love this street and nominate the section from Warriwood Beach up the hill and past Turimetta 
Beach to be on the Register and promoted so that our beautiful area can be seen by many more of 
the general public than at present. 
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Panoramic ocean views from Narrabeen Park Parade

Early aerial photo showing Narrabeen Park Parade with Turimetta Headland 
Reserve in the foreground.  At this time the Reserve provided a large area of 

open space for people to use and enjoy.
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Attachment 

History of Bilgola Avenue 

and Allen Avenue, Bilgola Beach
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